death (Heb. 9:27).
Is our attitude toward our departure from this world like that of famous
scientist Marie Curie, who with her husband Pierre discovered radium?
When he was accidentally killed, she lamented, "It is the end of
everything, everything, everything!"
Our attitude should be radically different. Because of our trust in the
death-conquering Savior, we can say as a young German theologian did
the night before the Nazis hanged him in 1945, "For me, this is the
beginning."

When The End Is A Beginning
Jesus Christ . . . has abolished death and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel. --2 Timothy 1:10

For the believer, death is the end of all
pain, loneliness, and sorrow, the end of
whatever has made this life less than
abundant, and the beginning of
unimaginable blessing (Rev. 21:1-6). That
prospect enables us to exclaim, "O Death,
where is your sting?" (1 Cor. 15:55). -VCG

Our faith in Jesus
Christ ought to make
a difference in the
way we live--and in
the way we die.
God wants us to live
with zest and
happiness. Indeed,
Jesus said He came to
offer us abundant life
(Jn. 10:10). Paul too
affirmed that God
"gives us richly all
things to enjoy" (1
Tim. 6:17).

To Him I trust my soul, my dust,
When flesh and spirit sever;
The Christ we sing has plucked the sting
Away from death forever. --Anon.
Christ is the difference
between hope and hopelessness.
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Yet we can't escape
the fact that our days
on earth are
numbered. So it is
wise to think about
our inevitable
appointment with

Learning from a Worldly Church
The Resurrections
(John 11:25) "Jesus said to her,
"I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live."
(Acts 24:15) ""I have hope in
God, which they themselves also
accept, that there will be a
resurrection of the dead, both of
the just and the unjust."
1 Corinthians 15:20
(Matthew 27:51-53) "Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and
the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, {52} and the graves were opened; and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; {53} and coming out of the graves after His
resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many."
(Revelation 20:5) ".... This is the first resurrection."
(Revelation 20:14) "... This is the second death."

There are 2 appropriate responses to the resurrection crops to come:

1. ______________ in the __________ resurrection, verses 50-58
There are three aspects that we need to discuss:



The resurrection of __________________, verses 50-57

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) "But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. {14} For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. {15} For this we
say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord
will by no means precede those who are asleep. {16} For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. {17} Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. {18}
Therefore comfort one another with these words."



The resurrection of _______ _____________________
___________,

(1 Thessalonians 5:6) "Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober."
(1 Thessalonians 5:9) "For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ,"
(Daniel 12:1) ""At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the
sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a
nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found

written in the book.
{2} And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life,
Some to shame and everlasting contempt."



The resurrection of ______________________ ___________,

(Revelation 20:4-6) "And I saw thrones, and they sat
on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had
not received his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years.
{5} But the rest of the dead did not live again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection. {6} Blessed and holy is he who has part
in the first resurrection. Over such the second death
has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

2. Be _______________ regarding the ______________ resurrection,
verses 3-8
(Revelation 20:5) "But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were
finished. ..."
(Revelation 20:7-12) Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his
prison {8} and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog
and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. {9} They
went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city.
And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. {10} The devil, who deceived
them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. {11} Then I saw a great white throne and
Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no
place for them. {12} And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books."
(Revelation 20:12-15) "And I saw the dead, small and great, standing
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which
is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by
the things which were written in the books. {13} The sea gave up the dead
who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in
them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. {14} Then
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
{15} And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the
lake of fire."

