heard when we were children.
Each new day is both a challenge and an opportunity. Our faith will be
challenged, and we can use that challenge as an opportunity to grow in our
relationship with God. Jesus Himself said that those who wanted to be His
disciples were expected to be in a continual attitude of self-denial and
obedience to Him. Here's how the Lord put it: "If anyone desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow
Me" (Lk. 9:23).
As each day unfolds, we must pause and remind ourselves that this is a
day dedicated to God, that it is to be used for His glory, and that it is best
lived with a continual recollection of what Jesus did for us on the cross.
Starting today, let's look at life that way. It's a daily commitment. --JDB
The Christian life is more than just
A prayer of faith made in the past;
It's dedicating every day
To live for Christ and what will last. --Sper
Dedication to Christ is not just a one-time choice,
it's a daily challenge.
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Starting Today
If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me. --Luke 9:23
When one pastor was a young boy, he was greatly influenced by this
remark from an old Christian: "The problem with the Christian life is that
it's so daily."
It's true. Following Jesus is a lifestyle that builds on past lessons and
decisions, but it also depends on our dedication day by day. We cannot
live off yesterday's successes, last week's prayers, or the Bible stories we

People
Anyone
We need to make two statements about the Christian life:

1. Anyone ______ __________, Luke 9:23
(John 3:16) ""For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life."
(Matthew 11:28-30) ""Come to Me, all you who labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. {29} "Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. {30} "For My
yoke is easy and My burden is light.""
(Romans 3:23) "for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,"
(Isaiah 1:18) ""Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are
like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red
like crimson, They shall be as wool."
(1 John 1:9) "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
(Ephesians 2:8-9) "For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, {9} not of
works, lest anyone should boast."

2. Everyone __________ ______________ , Luke 9:23-26
(Matthew 16:15-17) "He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" {16} Simon Peter
answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." {17} Jesus answered and said
to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
My Father who is in heaven."
(Matthew 16:21-24) "From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
be raised the third day.
{22} Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this
shall not happen to You!" {23} But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are
an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men."
{24} Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow Me."

(James 2:19-20) "You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the
demons believe; and tremble!
{20} But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?"
(Matthew 7:21-23) ""Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. {22} "Many
will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name,
cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' {23}
"And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness!'"

