remained in John a deep, unshakeable trust in Jesus. Jesus would tell him the truth. He
just needed to hear from him again.
So he sent two of his closest disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or
shall we look for another?”
The affection that radiated from Jesus was palpable. Jesus was familiar with John’s
sorrows and grief and the satanic storms that break on the saints when they are weak and
alone. He loved John.
So he invited John’s faithful friends to sit near him as he healed many and delivered
many from demonic prisons. Then he turned them with kind tears glistening in his eyes
and said, “Tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and the poor have the
gospel preached to them.” John would recognise Isaiah’s prophecy in those words. This
promise would bring the peace John needed to sustain him for the few difficult days he
had remaining.
When Jesus had sent John’s disciples away, he said something stunning about John: no
one born of women had ever been greater. This, right after John questioned who Jesus
was.
In this age, even the greatest, strongest saints experience deep darkness. None of us are
spared sorrow or satanic oppression. Most of us suffer agonising affliction at some point.
Most of us will experience seasons when we feel as if we’ve been abandoned. Most of us
will die hard deaths.
The Saviour does not break the bruised reed. He hears our pleas for help and is patient
with our doubts. He does not condemn us. He has paid completely for any sin that is
exposed in our pain. He does not always answer with the speed we desire, nor is his
answer always the deliverance we hope for. But he will always send the help that is
needed. His grace will always be sufficient for those who trust him. The hope we taste in
the promises we trust will often be the sweetest thing we experience in this age. And his
reward will be beyond our imagination.
In John’s darkness and pain Jesus sent a promise to sustain John’s faith. He will do the
same for you.
Trusting the God of John the Baptist with you,

John the Baptist: Doubt in the Darkness
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
This was a surprising question coming from John the Baptist.
That day, when Jesus approached him at the Jordan near Bethany, John couldn’t contain
the shout: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” With awe and
trembling hands he had baptised his Lord. And then saw the Spirit descend and remain
on him.
Now he sat in Antipas’ filthy prison. He had expected this. Prophets who rebuke sinful
kings usually do not fare well.
Unfortunately, he had not been an
exception. Herodias wanted him
dead. He could see no reason why
she would be denied her wish.
What if he had been wrong? There
had been false Messiahs. What if
Jesus was just another? So far
Jesus’ ministry wasn’t exactly
what John had always imagined
the Messiah’s would look like.
Could this imprisonment be God’s
judgment?
It felt as if God had left him and
the devil himself had taken his
place. He tried to recall all the
prophecies and signs that had
seemed so clear to him before.
But it was difficult to think
straight. Comfort just wouldn’t
stick to his soul. Doubts buzzed
around his brain like the flies
around his face.
But even with his doubts, there

I Peter:
Overcoming Suffering

2. The ___________, verses 22-2:3

Keep ______________ others, verse 22

Live __________, 2:1

Lap up the ___________, 2:2-4

Don’t Doubt in the Darkness
In 1 Peter 1:18-2:3 we are reminded of two
resources that we are to treasure ALWAYS:

1. The ____________, verses 13-21,
6-9
(Hebrews 9:11-14) "But Christ came as High
Priest of the good things to come, with the greater
and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands,
that is, not of this creation. {12} Not with the
blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood
He entered the Most Holy Place once for all,
having obtained eternal redemption. {13} For if
the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a
Don’t Doubt in the darkness what God
heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the
has shown you in the light
purifying of the flesh, {14} how much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"
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