
several occasions when I was being forced to wear a new flax shirt, he 
generously agreed to . . . wear it for several days, till it was ‘broken in.’” 

Jesus endured the pain of the cross on our behalf. When we bear one 
another’s burdens, we follow His example and fulfil His will for our lives 
(Gal. 6:2; 1 John 3:16). Are you willing to wear someone’s new flax shirt 
today? 

Bearing people’s heavy burdens, 
Shouldering their pain and grief, 

Shows the love of Christ to others, 
Bringing them His sure relief. —Sper 

Christ bears our burdens that we may bear the burdens of others. 
Haddon Robinson 

(Romans 12:9-11)  "Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is 
good. {10} Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another; {11} not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord;" 
(Romans 12:13)  "distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality." 
(Romans 12:21)  "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." 
 
 
 

A New Flax Shirt 
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. —Galatians 6:2  

Onesimus was Philemon’s slave. According to the law, he could have 
been executed for running away. But Onesimus had run into Paul and into 
the arms of Jesus. Paul sent him back to Philemon with the assurance that 
the apostle would repay anything the runaway slave owed. Paul carried 
Onesimus’ burden. 

Booker T. Washington wrote 
about an experience he had that 
illustrates the same principle: 
“The most trying ordeal that I 
was forced to endure as a slave 
boy . . . was the wearing of a flax 
shirt. . . . That part of the flax 
from which our clothing was 
made was . . . the cheapest and 
roughest part. I can scarcely 
imagine any torture . . . that is 
equal to that caused by putting on 
a new flax shirt for the first time. 
But I had no choice. . . . My 
brother, John, who is several 
years older than I am, performed 
one of the most generous acts 
that I ever heard of one slave 
relative doing for another. On 

Booker T 
Washington 



Philemon 
Christian Relationships I 

 
(Acts 17:6)  "..."These who have turned the world 
upside down have come here too." 
(Colossians 3:22-25)  "Bondservants, obey in all 
things your masters .., not with eyeservice, as 
men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing 
God. {23} And whatever you do, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord and not to men, .. ..." (Colossians 4:1)  
"Masters, give your bondservants what is just 
and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in 
heaven." 
 
There are 6 principles of Christian Relationship in this little letter to Philemon 
1. ___________ each other, verses 1-3, 19,  
(2 Timothy 4:1-7)  "I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, ...: {2} 
Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching. {3} For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine, ..; {4} and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to 
fables. {5} But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. {6} .. the time of my departure is at hand. {7} I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." 
(Colossians 4:15)  "Greet .. Nymphas and the church that is in his house." 
(Colossians 4:17)  "And say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have 
received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it."" 

(Colossians 2:1)  "For I want you to know what a great 
conflict I have for you .. and for as many as have not seen 
my face in the flesh," 
(Colossians 1:3-4)  "We give thanks to the .. Father .. {4} 
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your 
love for all the saints;" 
(James 3:1)  "My brethren, let not many of you become 
teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter 

judgment." 
(1 Corinthians 3:11-15)  "For no other foundation can anyone lay than .. Jesus Christ. 
{12} Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, {13} each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will 
be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. {14} If 
anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. {15} If anyone's 

 

work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire." 
(2 Corinthians 5:10-11)  "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad. {11} Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; ..." 
 
2. ________ for each other, verse 4 
(Ephesians 1:15-19)  "Therefore I also.. {16} do not cease to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers: {17} that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ… may give to 
you the spirit of wisdom .., {18} the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you 
may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, {19} and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us 
who believe, .." 
(Ephesians 3:16-19)  "that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, {17} that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, {18} may be able 
to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height; {19} 
to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God." 
(Philippians 1:9-11)  "And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in 
knowledge and all discernment, {10} that you may approve the things that are excellent, 
that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, {11} being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God." 
(Colossians 1:9-12)  "For this reason we also, since 
the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 
and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge 
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding; {10} that you may walk worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
{11} strengthened with all might, according to His 
glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering 
with joy; {12} giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in the light." 
(1 Samuel 12:23)  "".. far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to 
pray for you; ..." 
(Zechariah 12:10)  ""And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 
pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him 
as one grieves for a firstborn." 
(Jonah 3:8)  "But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; 
yes, let every one turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands." 
 
3. ________ for each other, verses5-7 
(Philemon 1:5)  "because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
the saints." [translation] 
(Philemon 1:6)  "and I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective through 
the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for Christ's sake." [translation] 


